
DEVS 496 

Climate Change and Global Development 

Winter 2013 

Wednesday 2:30 -5:30 p.m. 

BIOSCI 2109 

 

 

 

Instructor: Mark Vardy 

Email: mark.vardy@queensu.ca  

Phone: 613-533-6000 x 77152 

Office: Mac-Corry D419 

Office Hours: Mondays 1:00 - 3:00 or by appointment  

Moodle site: DEVS_496/806 W Climate Change and Global Development 

 

Course overview  

The impacts of anthropocentric climate change on human societies are not distributed evenly. In 

many cases, climate change exacerbates already existing inequalities within and between 

societies. This is particularly visible in areas of the Global South and the Circumpolar North that 

are characterized by relatively significant reliance on the health of ecosystems for the wellbeing 

of human populations. If human societies are not equally able to respond to climate change, then 

climate change is not only an issue of aligning science and policy, which in itself is a complex 

and challenging task; it is also an issue that raises important questions about ethics, politics, 

values and history. In this way, anthropocentric climate change presents an opportunity to 

critically evaluate the legacies of modernity in the effort to foster sustainable and equitable 

futures. While substantial and wide-ranging approaches to climate change and society have been 

developed in the policy, academic, and non-governmental fields, there is little agreement on how 

to best proceed or what successful adaption to climate change should consist of. This course 

examines these issues and debates by focussing on the goals, objectives, assumptions and 

reasoning strategies in the literature on vulnerability, adaptation and resilience. To this end, the 

course considers core readings in the academic literature as well as case studies drawn from 

different areas in the Global South and the Canadian Arctic. The intent of the course is to 

develop a nuanced understanding of both the various challenges that climate change poses and 

the range of options available to meet them. Key areas of inquiry are the dynamics that influence 

the abilities of societies to respond to climate change in an equitable and just manner.  
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Course Materials 

There is one required textbook for this course: Mark Pelling. 2011. Adaptation to Climate 

Change: From Resilience to Transformation. New York: Routledge. It is available through the 

Campus Bookstore; click here to check availability.  

Further course materials consist of journal articles and book chapters (see course schedule below 

for the reading list). The Copyright Advisory Office at Queen’s will obtain permission for these 

readings to be available for your use in this course through the Moodle website. Additional 

readings might be assigned for the final four weeks.  

In addition to the required reading listed in the course schedule below, each student is required to 

read the chapter from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 2007 report that pertains 

to the area of the Global South or Circumpolar North that students choose as subject for their 

final essay. See the description of the final essay requirements below for more details.  

Course Organization and Assessment 

The course is organized as a weekly three-hour seminar. Students are required to read all of the 

course materials and attend class each week prepared to discuss them. Students will be assessed 

on the basis of:  

 participation in class discussion: 15% (assessed throughout the course) 

 eight reading responses: 20% (due 8:30 a.m. on day of class) 

 annotated bibliography of five articles: 10% (due March 8) 

 15-minute in-class presentation: 20% (March 13, 20, or 27) 

 final essay: 35% (due April 17) 

 

Participation (15% assessed throughout) The pedagogical philosophy guiding this seminar is 

that we learn best when we feel comfortable expressing our thoughts, particularly when dealing 

with complex topics such as anthropocentric climate change. For this reason, students are 

expected to actively contribute to making the seminar a space in which their peers feel welcome 

and encouraged to speak. In addition to contributing to the collective space, students are 

expected to read the course material and prepare questions and/or discussion points before 

arriving in class. Participation grades will reflect the instructor’s judgment of students’ 

contributions to creating a positive collective space, as well as the consistency and relevance of 

their participation in class discussion. Merely being present and making the occasional low-

quality comment is not sufficient to earn passing grades for participation. 

Weekly reading responses (20% due 8:30 a.m. on day of class) This course requires eight 

weekly responses to the readings. They are due every week except those in which student 

presentations are given (see below for course schedule). Responses should summarize the most 

important arguments contained in the readings, and offer a critical response. Each response is 

worth 2.5% of the final grade and will be graded out of 25. Responses must be no more than 500 

http://www.campusbookstore.com/Textbooks/Course/11658-DEVS496-2ND13
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words and submitted via Moodle no later than 8:30 a.m. on the day of the class. Late assignments 

will not be accepted. The maximum wordcount of 500 will be strictly adhered to and any words 

over 500 will not be included for purposes of grading. Please see the Queen’s Writing Centre 

handout, Hallmarks of A, B, C, and Failing Essays, for the standard to which written assignments 

will be graded. 

Annotated bibliography (15% due March 8) The annotated bibliography should contain 

readings that inform the topic and/or argument made in the final essay. The bibliography must 

contain: a total of five articles and/or book chapters from peer-reviewed sources; a brief 

summary of the main arguments of each text; and, a brief explanation for why each of the texts 

has been selected and what purpose it is expected to serve in the final essay. See the Queen’s 

Writing Centre handout on Annotated Bibliographies for an example.  

In-class presentation (20% on March 13, 20, 27) Students will give a 15-minute presentation 

on the topic of their final essay. We will follow each presentation with five minutes of questions 

and discussion. Students must email the instructor their PowerPoint presentations by 10:00 a.m. 

on the day of presentation so that they can be loaded onto a computer prior to the start of class.  

Final essay (35% due April 17) The final essay is an opportunity for students to choose a topic 

related to the course material and develop an argument in relation to it. The essay should be: 

between 10 and 14 pages (not including title page or works cited pages), double spaced, in Times 

New Roman size 12 font, without extra spaces between paragraphs, with hanging indents (i.e., 

indent the first sentence of each paragraph) and standard margins. Essays should contain a 

minimum of ten peer-reviewed academic sources.  

One of the ten peer-reviewed sources should be, as mentioned above, the chapter from the 

IPCC’s 2007 report that pertains to the area chosen as subject of the essay. Click here for the 

report’s table of contents, which has each chapter linked as a PDF. The full citation for this 

report is: Contribution of Working Group II to the Fourth Assessment Report of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2007 M.L. Parry, O.F. Canziani, J.P. Palutikof, 

P.J. van der Linden and C.E. Hanson (eds) Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United 

Kingdom and New York, NY, USA. 

Please see the Queen’s Writing Centre handout, “Hallmarks of A, B, C, and Failing Essays,” for 

the standard to which written assignments will be graded. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is constituted by the five core fundamental values of honesty, trust, fairness, 

respect and responsibility (see www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the 

building, nurturing and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the 

community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a 

http://www.queensu.ca/writingcentre/handouts/Essays-HallmarksOfAGoodOne.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/writingcentre/handouts/Disciplines-AnnotatedBibliography.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/publications_ipcc_fourth_assessment_report_wg2_report_impacts_adaptation_and_vulnerability.htm
http://www.queensu.ca/writingcentre/handouts/Essays-HallmarksOfAGoodOne.pdf
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foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of 

the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities).  

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic 

integrity and for ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of academic integrity. 

Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic 

Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science website, and from the instructor of this course. Departures 

from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery 

and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an academic community at Queen's. 

Given the seriousness of these matters, actions which contravene the regulation on academic 

integrity carry sanctions that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an assignment to 

the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the university. 

Grading Policy 

All assignments will be graded numerically and final grades will be calculated according to the 

Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale as follows:  

Numerical Course Average  Grade 

90-100 A+ 

85-89 A 

80-84 A- 

77-79 B+ 

73-76 B 

70-72 B- 

67-69 C+ 

63-66 C 

60-62 C- 

57-59 D+ 

53-56 D 

50-52 D- 

49 and below F 

 

Copyright of Course Materials 

The course material is copyrighted and is for the sole use of students registered in DEVS 496. 

This material shall not be distributed or disseminated to anyone other than students registered in 

DEVS 496. Failure to abide by these conditions is a breach of copyright, and may also constitute 

a breach of academic integrity under the University Senate’s Academic Integrity Policy 

Statement. 

  

http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senateandtrustees/principlespriorities.html
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/2011-2012-calendar/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/2011-2012-calendar/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity
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Accommodation Policy 

Every effort will be made to accommodate students with disabilities. Please register with 

Queen’s University Disability Services http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/ds/index.html and advise me 

by email (mark.vardy@queensu.ca) or during office hours as soon as possible if you require 

accommodation.  

Classroom Etiquette 

Every effort will be made to construct a welcoming and safe environment for classroom 

discussion. There is likely to be a wide range of ideas, knowledge, experience and opinions on 

the course material, and it is important that the classroom be a safe place to express such 

diversity. To this end, students must express themselves in a manner that is respectful of one 

another and the instructor. In addition, it is expected that students will not use electronic devices 

such as smart phones, cell phones, tablets or laptop computers in a manner that distracts class 

discussion. Typing notes directly into a laptop is fine. However, using Facebook, texting, and so 

on, can distract from class discussion. For this reason, please do not engage with such activities 

while class is in session. Students who contravene these expectations can expect to receive a 

lower participation grade. 

Course Schedule and Readings 

Week / 

Date 
Topic Required readings 

Week 0 

 

Jan 9 

Introductions 

 

No required readings. 

Week 1 

 

Jan 16 

Vulnerability  Adger, W Neil (2006) Vulnerability Global Environmental Change 

(16): 268–281.  

 

O’Brien, Karen, Siri Eriksen, Lynn P Nygaard and Ane Schjolden 

(2007) Why different interpretations of vulnerability matter in 

climate change discourses Climate Policy (7): 73–88  

 

Bankoff, Gregory (2001) Rendering the World Unsafe: 

‘Vulnerability’ as Western Discourse Disasters 25(1): 19–35. 

Week 2 

 

Jan 23 

Adaptation  Smit, Barry and Johanna Wandel (2006) Adaptation, adaptive 

capacity and vulnerability Global Environmental Change (16): 282-

292. 

 

Chapter 2. Pelling, Mark (2011) Adaptation to Climate Change: 

From Resilience to Transformation. New York: Routledge. 

 

Newell, Peter (2011) The elephant in the room: Capitalism and 

global environmental change Global Environmental Change 21: 4-6 

http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/ds/index.html
mailto:mark.vardy@queensu.ca
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Week 3 

 

Jan 30 

Case Study: 

Canadian Arctic  

Inuit Circumpolar Council Canada (2008) The Sea Ice is Our 

Highway: An Inuit Perspective on Transportation in the Arctic. 

Ottawa: Inuit Circumpolar Council Canada.  

 

Ford, James D (2009) Dangerous climate change and the 

importance of adaptation for the Arctic’s Inuit population 

Environmental Research Letters (4):1-9.  

 

Cameron, Emilie S (2012) Securing Indigenous politics: A critique 

of the vulnerability and adaptation approach to the human 

dimensions of climate change in the Canadian Arctic Global 

Environmental Change (22 ):103–114. 

Week 4 

 

Feb 6 

Resilience, 

Transition and 

Transformation  

Chapters 3, 4, 5. Pelling, Mark (2011) Adaptation to Climate 

Change: From Resilience to Transformation. New York: Routledge.  

Week 5 

 

Feb 13 

Case studies:  

Sudan and 

Burkina Faso 

Nielsen, Jonas Østergaard and Henrik Vigh (2012) Adaptive lives. 

Navigating the global food crisis in a changing climate Global 

Environmental Change (22): 659–669. 

 

Verhoeven, Harry (2011) Climate Change, Conflict and 

Development in Sudan: Global Neo-Malthusian Narratives and 

Local Power Struggles Development and Change 00(0):1–29. 

 

O’Brien, Karen (2006) Are we missing the point? Global 

environmental change as an issue of human security Global 

Environmental Change (16):1–3. 
No class Feb 20 

Week 6 

 

Feb 27 

Case studies: 

Nepal and India  

Mathew, Richard A and Bishnu Raj Upreti. 2010. Environmental 

Change and Human Security in Nepal. In: Global Environmental 

Change and Human Security. RA Mathew, J Barnett, B McDonald 

and K O’Brien (eds) Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 137-154. 

 

Hari Bansha Dulal, Gernot Brodnig, Hemanta Kumar Thakur & 

Charity Green-Onoriose (2010): Do the poor have what they need to 

adapt to climate change? A case study of Nepal, Local 

Environment: The International Journal of Justice and 

Sustainability, 15(7): 621-635. 

 

Taylor, Marcus. 2012. The Conditions of Insecurity: Climate 

Change, Agrarian Environments and Human Security. Submitted 

manuscript. 1-18. 

 

Roy, Marlene and Henry David Venema (2002) Reducing risk and 

vulnerability to climate change in India: The capabilities approach 

Gender & Development, 10(2):78 – 83  
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Week 7 

 

March 6 

 

Social 

Institutions and 

Change  

Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9. Pelling, Mark (2011) Adaptation to Climate 

Change: From Resilience to Transformation. New York: Routledge. 

 

Annotated bibliography due March 8  

Week 8 

 

March 

13 

 

Presentations 

15 minutes 

(max) per 

student 

Additional reading might be included. 

Week 9 

 

March 

20 

 

Presentations 

 

  

Week 10 

 

March 

27 

 

Presentations  

Week 11 

 

April 3 

Wrap-up 

discussion:  

what have we 

learned and 

where do we go 

from here?  

Chakrabarty, Dipesh (2012) Postcolonial Studies and the Challenge 

of Climate Change New Literary History: A Journal of Theory and 

Interpretation 43(1): 1-18. 

 

Additional reading might be included.  

Final essay due April 17 

 


